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An example of downloading and parsing XML

Many services provide information in XML format, allowing apps
to download this information and display it in a convenient form
for the user. This involves copying the XML file from the server
onto the device and then parsing it to extract the content. We
follow an example of this.
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Structure of the NetworkUsage app

The app has three Java classes,

I NetworkActivity,

I SettingsActivity, and

I StackOverflowXmlParser.

We will concentrate on NetworkActivity class and the
StackOverflowXmlParser class here.
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Functionality of the NetworkUsage app

The app performs a relatively simple task: loading pages from the
StackOverflow website; finding the newest questions tagged
“android” and displaying these to the user.

The user can choose to download only over wi-fi, or when
connected to any network.
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The NetworkActivity class

The NetworkActivity class is responsible for downloading the XML
content over the network. It must handle connection issues. It uses
an asynchronous task to download and process the XML feed.
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The StackOverflowXmlParser class
The StackOverflowXmlParser class uses an XmlPullParser to
process the input stream. It recognises

I a feed;

I each entry within the feed; and

I the title, summary and link within each entry.
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