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Lists should not be mixed in with the paragraphs; should be formatted better. The student just copied this list as a quote from a source then moved on. Instead, they should take time to explain the meaning of each point in the list. It is not enough to just make a list here.
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It is not clear from the abstract what will be involved in this work. The student should explain (briefly!) what is novel about the new 'design' they mention. 
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When introducing the research problem, try to provide very clear examples of the issue, why it is difficult and the implications of a potential solution. Here the student only says "...causes a number or problems..." but does not explain what they are. A clear explanation with a few solid real-world examples will earn you credit in this section.
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In general, long quotes such as this should be strictly avoided. Try to rewrite in your own words (but still show the reference number!).
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In this section, some system diagrams could have been used to illustrate some of the concepts. The student clearly has language difficulties and some of the explanations are unclear. The use of diagrams helps to convey meaning in a clearer and more universal way. 
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Again, this use of long quotes gives the impression that the student is lazy or does not understand the concept well. Avoid doing this!
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Try to avoid repetition. Using pronouns ('it', 'they','them', etc.) if the subject is already implied makes it smoother for the reader. Alternatively the student could have made a list of 'Benefits for Developers'.
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Here there should be a capital letter at the start of a new sentence. Use a grammar correction tool if available to check for such simple mistakes. Otherwise it gives the impression that you are careless and did not check or re-read your work.
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This whole section is full of quotes. Always re-write in your own words.

Mark
Typewriter

Mark
Typewriter

Mark
Typewriter
Introduce acronyms or initialisations in brackets immediately after the first use of the full term e.g. Dynamic Reconfiguration (DR)
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It is not enough to simply say that a 'new solution' is required. While we do not expect you to know entirely how you will solve the problem, you should have some ideas for approaches and, in particular, how to begin. You should consult with your supervisor if you find this difficult. 

The student should have included a section with potential ideas for solutions. 

Mark
Typewriter

Mark
Typewriter

Mark
Typewriter

Mark
Typewriter



Victor Lavrenko


Mark
Typewriter
Always include a figure number and title/description
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Figure 1: Example of code....
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This is a mess.
Try to imagine how the reader will see your document: is it easy to read? is it formatted well?
If possible, ask a friend to read over your document and tell you if it makes sense.

This just looks careless and is full of mistakes. Better/clearer formatting is required.
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Where is 'Chart A'? Where is the description? 
Always check that your labels are consistent. 
Also if a chart/diagram is from a source, make it very clear.
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Partial/incomplete sentences are completely unacceptable. The student clearly did not check their work.
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This list of outcomes is actually good. However, the student did not explain almost any of this throughout the document. It is not enough to list what you will do, you must also explain and justify it.
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Where was this published? What were the authors' institutes?
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If you have to reference a website (in general this is not recommended), always put the date of access. 
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Mention this as a footnote on the page it was used, not in the references.
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There are not enough Primary Sources here (peer-reviewed articles, papers, journals, etc.). Referencing websites, if not absolutely essential, should be avoided as often they are not considered academic sources. If you are unsure, then you can ask me or your supervisor. 
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GENERAL COMMENTS

The language in this work is very bad. I have not corrected the numerous spelling, grammar and semantic errors as there are so many.  As such, please do not assume that any of it is correct. 

This student clearly has difficulties with technical English writing. We understand that this can be difficult for non-native speakers and we will tolerate some errors. However, this particular work appears careless and shows a lack of effort. There are many services offered by the university, such as proof-reading and various classes on technical writing (I introduced these last year, check the wiki for details). Additionally, you can ask me questions about language and make use of my opportunities to submit drafts.  

Apart from this the main issue is that it is not clear what the student intends to do. This is a 'Research Proposal' and as such you MUST declare, very clearly, what you propose to do and how you intend to do it.

The work also lacks:

* Clear descriptions
* Good use of examples/diagrams
* Clean and careful formatting 
* Good references and proper use of them

In general this shows a lack of care and effort. In this way, the examiner will be unlikely to forgive mistakes. 

This student failed IRP. 
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