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CƛǊǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎΧ
·First 5 minutes we talk about something interesting 

and recent

·You will not be tested on the news part of lecture

·You may use news as an example on tests

·Why do this? 
1. Some students show up late
2. Reward students who show up on time
3. Important to see real world examples
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The course website can be found at: 

http://www.inf.ed.ac.uk/teaching/courses/hci/



Coursework 1
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Coursework 1
·Prototype a refrigerator app

·Groups of 2 (some groups of 3) 

·Most of the designwork will be on online mock-up 
tools like: 
·Proto.io

·Finalimplementationdone inProcessing
(processing.org)
·Processingisvariant ofJavaintendedto beeasy to learn 

by artists and designers
·You can/should use your online mock-up images in your 

Processing implementation
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Defining a Problem
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A good HCI project starts with 
understanding the problem you are 
solving. 
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Features are not Requirements
·Its common to get a brief that looks like: 

Buildanappfor newUG1and MSc students 
that lists course locations.

·Therearea pile ofάŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎέ ƘŜǊŜΥ 
·CƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ άŀǇǇέ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ
·Assumes user group is only UG1 andMSc, but other users 

might be involved

·Step1: shift feature requests to requirements 



Requirements: 
·Requirements are goals that the system needs to 

accomplish. 

·Solutionsfulfill the requirements,but they arenot
requirementsby themselves.

·What tasks do users need/want to accomplish? 
·Howarethey currentlydoingthose tasks? 
·What do they dislike about the tasks? 

Or: Why are they looking for a new solution?
·Whatwould they like to bedoing?





Dramatic re-enactment of a 
conversation I had about our old 
UG4/MSc project matching system with 
the projects coordinator. 

Try and list the features and 
requirements as I talk.
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Why do you want to replace it?K

C
We would create a new UG4/MSc 
project matching website that does 
automatic matching of students to 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ LΩƳ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
because you are an HCI Lecturer.

C
Our student numbers are going up, 
so it is no longer sustainable to do 
project matching by hand. So we 
need to automate the matching.So right now you take in emails 

from students and staff and do 
project matching using what?

K

C
A complex spreadsheet and text file 
system I setup. But it took me a 
long time this year and we will have 
more students next year.

What about the matching 
takes you the most time or 
is the most annoying?

K
C

Some projects are very popular, but only 
one student will get it. We tell students to 
select some projects which are not overly 
popular, but quite a few students select 
only popular projects, which makes it 
hard to give them projects that they want. 
HmΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘέ 
icon based on last year?
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How do students determine what 
ƛǎ ŀ άǇƻǇǳƭŀǊέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΚ K

CThey ask the supervisor when they 
meet with them.

Do supervisors/students 
complain about the amount of 
time required to meet?

K

C
Supervisorsusedto like meeting
with students,but with the current
studentnumbersmeetingwith
eachstudentisnow a burden. 
Meetings are very important.

Why are meetings important?K

C
The supervisor needs to assess if 
the student has the requirements 
for the project and make sure the 
student knows what the project 
involves. It is also a chance for 
students to ask questions.

K
Meetingwith a

supervisorcostsǘƛƳŜΧ
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How do you know that a 
supervisor and student have 
met? What happens if a student 
selects a project but does not tell 
the supervisor for that project?

K

C
That happens, I find out when the 
supervisor protests a match. I 
usually send out the match lists to 
the supervisors before the students 
to check for these types of 
problems. Then I have to re-do the 
matching which is annoying. 

What do you like best aboutthe
current system?

K
CIt is simple. You get what you see.

Whatdo youmeanbyάǎƛƳǇƭŜέΚK

C
It is just a list of projects and 
supervisors, so it is very easy to use. 
Students find a project title that 
interests them, read about the 
project and then email the 
supervisor if they are interested. 
Simple.



What are the requirements?
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Usable for what? 

What tasks do you want the system to 
support? 

If you do not know, your system will 
never be usable.
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